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Columbia Heights Public Schools 

 

SCHOOL BOARD SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 
January 30, 2018 

 
Chair Larkin called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Clerk Asamarai called roll. 
Members present:   Ms. Asamarai, Mr. Larkin, Ms. Mueller, Ms. Palmer, Ms. Severson and Superintendent 

Kelly 
Members absent:   Ms. Lewis 
AGENDA APPROVAL/ADJUSTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE  
Approval of Agenda motion by Mueller, seconded by Severson, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

A. Announcements 
• Feb. 6, Tue. Precinct Caucus Day 
• Feb. 9, Fri. No School, District Inservice Day 
• Feb. 13, Tue. 7:00 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting, Community Room 
• Feb. 19, Mon. No School, President Day, District Closed 
• Feb. 20, Tue. 5:00 p.m. School Board Listening Session, Family Center 
• Feb. 20, Tue. 5:30 p.m. School Board Work Session, Community Room 
• Feb. 27, Tue. 7:00 p.m. Regular School Board Meeting, Community Room 

B. Correspondence – None 
 
COMMUNICATION TO THE BOARD – Nick Novinsky introduced himself as the liaison from the City 
Council.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Palmer, to approve the action required for implementation of the items on the 
consent agenda. Approve the employment of the following: Support: Pat Schroeder: Change to Medium Hour 
Cook, CA. Coach/Advisor/Additional Assignment: Steven Burton: Asst. Boys Basketball Coach, CHHS; Carrie 
Trnjanin: Head Lacrosse Coach, CHHS; Rick Eskola: Head Softball Coach, CHHS; Luke Sands: ENCORE 
Envirothon Teacher, CHHS; Aimee Candella: ENCORE Envirothon Teacher, CHHS; Farrah Buffington: Musical 
Director, CHHS. Coach/Advisor/Additional Assignment-Conditional Offer: Isaiah Wigley: Assistant Girls 
Basketball Coach, CHHS. Leave Requests: Wendi Smith: EL Teacher, VV; Kelly Jannett: Spec Ed Teacher, VV. 
Resignations/Terminations: Erin Karkula-Peterson: Finance Administrative Assistant, District Wide, effective 
1/4/18.  Reason: Termination. Matthew Sylva: Technology Integration Specialist, District Wide, effective 1/12/18.  
Reason: Resignation. Stephanie Fortner: PreK 4 Teacher, District Wide, effective 6/8/18.  Reason: Resignation.  
Ya Yang: Boys Tennis Head Coach, CHHS, effective 1/12/18.  Reason: Resignation. Linda Andert: Transportation 
Coordinator, District Wide, effective 1/26/18.  Reason: Resignation.  Motion Carried. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS RESOLUTION: 
Motioned by Asamarai, seconded by Mueller: Whereas: Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to 
“...receive, for the benefit of the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to 
the purpose designated.  In that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for the benefit of the district, 
and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 
 
Therefore: Be it resolved by the School Board of Columbia Heights Public Schools, Independent School District 
No. 13 that the School Board accepts with appreciation the contributions, detailed in the background, in the amount 
of $2,105.03. 
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DETAILED BACKGROUND:   
MONETARY 

• A donation of $1123.35 was made to Highland Elementary by Donors Choose for Flexible Seating for 
Kindergarten Language Learners for Ms. Olsen’s KLDM class. 

• A donation of $89.98 was made to Highland Elementary by Donors Choose for Reading is Fun Leapfrog 
Leap Reader System Learn to Read for Ms. Lunder’s class. 

• A donation of $72.88 was made to Highland Elementary by Donors Choose for classroom supplies for Ms. 
Zappa’s class. 

• A donation of $165.00 was made to Valley View Elementary by Lifetouch for student needs. 
• The following donations were made to Columbia Heights High School Scholarship Program: 

- L. P. Restad - $40.00 
- Pam Sigurdson - $50.00 

• The following donation was made to the Columbia Heights Eat up the Debt campaign:  
- Kathy Kelly - $200.00 

 
VALUE IN KIND 

• Donation of school supplies to Valley View Elementary by Mark Emme for student needs.  Estimated value 
of $26.00.  

• Donation of coat to Valley View Elementary by Kathryn Hale for student needs.  Estimated value of 
$106.82. 

• Donation of hats and mittens to Valley View Elementary by Bridget Drews for student needs.  Estimated 
value of $56.00. 

• Donation of hats and mittens to Valley View Elementary by Kathy Lanske for student needs.  Estimated 
value of $15.00. 

• Donation of winter outerwear to Columbia Academy by Wayne and Sandy Root for student needs.  
Estimated value of $100.00. 
Donation of winter outerwear to Columbia Academy by Bobbi George for student needs.  Estimated value 
of $150.00. 
 

Total fiscal year 2017-2018 monetary contributions to date:  $11,215.45. 
 
Roll call vote: Asamarai .......................... Aye 
 Severson .......................... Aye 
 Larkin .............................. Aye 
 Palmer .............................. Aye 
 Mueller ............................ Aye 
  
Motion carried and resolution adopted. 
 
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
Mr. Larkin, Ms. Asamarai and Ms. Palmer deferred their reports. Ms. Mueller attended the TIES meeting, Columbia 
Academy Principal Round Table and had conversations with community members.  Ms. Severson attended the High 
School band concert, High School conferences, basketball games and High School college night. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 
Superintendent Kelly did not have a report. 
 
DISCONTINUANCE OF PROGRAMS AN POSITIONS RESOLUTION 
Dir. Bennett presented information on the resolution on discontinuance of programs and positions.  This will be 
brought forward at the next meeting for approval. 
 
STATE RESOLUTION TO FULLY FUND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
Motion by Palmer, seconded by Severson, to approve the adoption of the following State Resolution to Fully Fund 
Special Education Services. 
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Resolution to Fully Fund Special Education Services  
(State) 

WHEREAS, local boards of education place a very high priority on ensuring that ALL students receive high quality 
special education programs and instruction; and  
WHEREAS, in 1975 Congress enacted the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142) now known 
as The Individuals with Disabilities Act IDEA to: improve access to education for children with disabilities by 
guaranteeing a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment; assure that the rights 
of children with disabilities and their parents are protected; assist States and school systems to provide for the 
education of all children with disabilities; and to assess and assure the effectiveness of efforts to educate all children 
with disabilities; and 
WHEREAS, when IDEA became law in 1975, the federal government promised to fund 40 percent of the additional 
cost of educating children with disabilities; and yet the federal government has failed to adequately fund the 
mandated programs and services arising under IDEA, never providing more than 15 percent of the additional cost; 
and  
WHEREAS, sufficient federal funding for IDEA would significantly enhance the ability of local school systems to 
provide an excellent education for all students; and 
WHEREAS, the special education cross-subsidy continues to be a major obstacle for Minnesota School Districts to 
grapple with, due to the growing number of students receiving special education, more specialized services and 
rising costs associated with those services and inadequate funding; and  
WHEREAS, the state special education funding system has not kept pace with the rising cost of mandated services 
and supports for students with special needs; and,  
WHEREAS, the cross-subsidy for school districts for FY2016 is $679 million; a 5.6 percent increase from FY2015; 
and 
WHEREAS, between rising need and insufficient state and federal aid, the amount of funding school districts as a 
whole in Minnesota will be forced to pay for special education costs will reach an average of $815 per student in 
FY17;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we urge the Governor and Legislature to strenuously advocate for 
significant increases in federal special education funding and meaningful special education reforms at the federal 
and state levels; and 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that there is an urgency for the Minnesota Legislature to convene a task 
force to work on special education funding, specifically with a focus on the impacts of the new special education 
funding formulas, the projected cross-subsidy and recommendations with a timeline to eliminate the cross-subsidy. 
 
Roll call vote: Asamarai .......................... Aye 
 Severson .......................... Aye 
 Larkin .............................. Aye 
 Palmer .............................. Aye 
 Mueller ............................ Aye 
  
Motion carried and resolution adopted. 
 
FEDERAL RESOLUTION TO FULLY FUND SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
Motion by Palmer, seconded by Mueller, to approve the adoption of the following Federal Resolution to Fully Fund 
Special Education Services. 

Resolution to Fully Fund Special Education Services 
(Federal) 

WHEREAS, local boards of education place a very high priority on ensuring that ALL students receive high quality 
special education programs and instruction; and  
WHEREAS, in 1975 Congress enacted the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142) now known 
as The Individuals with Disabilities Act IDEA to: improve access to education for children with disabilities by 
guaranteeing a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment; assure that the rights 
of children with disabilities and their parents are protected; assist States and school systems to provide for the 
education of all children with disabilities; and to assess and assure the effectiveness of efforts to educate all children 
with disabilities; and 
WHEREAS, when IDEA became law in 1975, the federal government promised to fund 40 percent of the additional 
cost of educating children with disabilities; and yet the federal government has failed to adequately fund the 
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mandated programs and services arising under IDEA, never providing more than 15 percent of the additional cost; 
and  
WHEREAS, sufficient federal funding for IDEA would significantly enhance the ability of local school systems to 
provide an excellent education for all students; and 
WHEREAS, the special education cross-subsidy continues to be a major obstacle for Minnesota School Districts to 
grapple with, due to the growing number of students receiving special education, more specialized services and 
rising costs associated with those services and inadequate funding; and  
WHEREAS, the state special education funding system has not kept pace with the rising cost of mandated services 
and supports for students with special needs; and,  
WHEREAS, the cross-subsidy for Minnesota school districts for FY2016 is $679 million; a 5.6 percent increase 
from FY2015; and 
WHEREAS, between rising need and insufficient state and federal aid, the amount of funding school districts as a 
whole in Minnesota will be forced to pay for special education costs will reach an average of $815 per student in 
FY17;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we urge the President and Legislature to strenuously advocate for 
significant increases in federal special education funding and meaningful special education reforms at the federal 
and state levels; and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of Minnesota calls upon the Congress of the United States 
to pass appropriate legislation in order to increase funding for federal special education mandates to meet the urgent 
financial special education needs of our cities and towns; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Senate cause a copy of this resolution to be delivered to all 
United States Representatives and Senators representing Minnesota in the Congress of the United States. 
 
Roll call vote: Asamarai .......................... Aye 
 Severson .......................... Aye 
 Larkin .............................. Aye 
 Palmer .............................. Aye 
 Mueller ............................ Aye 
  
Motion carried and resolution adopted. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL WATER PIPING REPLACEMENT BIDS 
Motion by Palmer, seconded by Severson, to award the High School Domestic Cold Water Piping replacement 
contract to Horwitz Mechanical. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
BOARD TOPICS – Ms. Severson thanked all the Hylander students who jumped for the Polar Plunge last weekend 
to support SACA.  She also thanked Chair Larkin for taking the plunge. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Having completed all of the items on the regular agenda, at 5:55 p.m. Chair Larkin adjourned the meeting. 
 

_________________________  ________________________________________________ 
Date minutes approved   Hala Asamarai, Clerk, Board of Education  

     Independent School District 13 
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